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This project will be a peek into the incredible and secret world of stored stuff. Visitors, for one 
night only, are invited to peek into the uncharted, unknown, as of yet never before seen world 
inhabited by stored items. Once left alone for a sufficient period of time, bored and lonely in its 
little cell, the stuff you store comes to life and begins building its own world. 

The space is empty except for a tent (roughly 4' x 6' for 5x10 space, 6' x 6' for 10x10 space) in 
the middle of the space, lit from the inside, with tent flaps slightly open and inviting you inside. 

The world of stored stuff is a quilted, other-worldly landscape: hot pink mountains, palm trees, 
silver clouds, and endlessly flowing rivers. The tent will be made of these quilted landscapes, 
made from “memories filled fabrics”: old children's sleeping bags, old crocheted afghans, 
recycled clothing; the origin of the fabrics will not be immediately recognizable however because 
of the quilting and piecing together (usually based on pattern or color) of the fabrics into a new 
material. 

The tent will be colorful, intriguing, and slightly familiar looking. It will be pieced together from 
many different sources (theoretically made by imagined animals) but it will be complete and 
visually cohesive as a single unit. From the outside, you will get a peek into the world within the 
tent but you will have to come forward and enter the tent in order to understand what is going 
on.

Inside the tent, The world of stored stuff is inhabited with foreign animals that are made of stored 
and abandoned objects; recycled and reclaimed clothing and fabrics, fiber-based household 
items, and old conventional stuffed-animals. These Storage Animals are large and small – some 
could be as large as 3' x 4', others small and pocket-size, travelling as packs along the floor of 
the space. 

Inside, Storage Animals are reusing and utilizing all sorts of items that had been stored/stashed 
in the space. They are having a snack, a tea party, or having a conversation it appears. Everyone 
knows what they are doing. This activity clearly happens often. The stored objects have taken on 
another life of their own and are no longer just a spatula, set of china, old table, bookshelf, but 
now they are something else entirely. There are chairs available for visitors to join in and be a part 
of this stored world themselves.

The tent and many of these animals will be made from sentimental objects and fabrics that I 
myself have not been able to “just throw away” and have been instead keeping with me as I 
move from place to place – at great cost and effort for myself. I am looking at how I have added 
so much meaning to these objects that have little function or use for me now outside of those 
memories and meanings – some of which are not even great memories worth keeping around. 

Visitors are asked to don a paper hat from a hat-rack before entering the tent. This is to 



encourage the visitor to become a part of the world inside the tent themselves, instead of 
separating ourselves from our stuff as we usually try to do.

As visitors leave they are asked to leave behind a message on a note (placed in a collection box) 
of something they are storing and stashing away out of site.

This piece explores our obsession with objects and our need to store them and keep them even 
when we are not even using those items. It is a step into another world where those items are 
used in radically different ways from how we normally use them. It is requesting that the visitors 
step into a new world for a moment and look closer at all the stuff we decide we need to keep in 
our lives. It is not so much a commentary on capitalist consumption as it is commentary on the 
memories and relationships and past that we keep stored and keep bringing around with us 
through storing our objects. 


